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"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news. "  - Isaiah 52:7 

Time and Eternity: Brother Francis Renews Evangelical Consecration 

feast we celebrate August 25th. Saint Louis himself 
joined the Third Order and was a contemporary of 
Saint Francis. As a young child he knelt before his 
mother, Blessed Blanche, and with his hands in her 
lap said, “I pray that I will never, ever commit a 
mortal sin my whole life!” Blessed Blanche was so 
pleased to hear this that she recounted it on many   
occasions, especially so that those in the Court would 
hear and follow suit. In Marriage he and his wife, 

Marguerite, had eleven 
children—all of whom, 
by the way, are saintly 
blesseds or servants of 
God-- and yet still in-
sisted to always have 
thirteen of the poor join 
them daily at table 
along with giving food 
to anyone who came to 
the gate of their palace. 
He himself in Advent 
and Lent would serve 
all who presented   
themselves. He founded 
leper hospitals and even    
cared for them at times 
personally! Though    
he was very busy in 
ruling the Kingdom    
of France—which 
flourished under his 
wise and equitable 
rule—he prayed much 
and often: he joined   

the monks for Matins,  following which he also heard 
a low Mass for the dead, and if able on feast days 
would also hear low Mass, and then after lunch and 
rest prayed office for the dead privately, and later at-
tended vespers in the afternoon, and then later, night 
prayer.  Lastly, it is worth noting that he always 
signed his letters “Louis of Poissy” because, he said, 
he had more love and   respect for the chapel (in Pois-
sy) where he was baptized than the Cathedral where 
he was crowned, for the crowning was only an earthly 
honor but baptism made him an adopted son of the 
Church and of our Heavenly Father, a title that bears 
with it a greater dignity than any dignity that earth can 

“In the presence of Almighty God…I, Brother Francis 
Reineke…do vow, for the duration of one year to 
live poverty, chastity, and obedience…”, he stated   
on August 15th as he knelt before Most Reverend John 
Folda, hands enfolded within Bishop’s hands, receiving 
his Vows on behalf of God and Holy Mother Church.  
In such a small, quiet village like Warsaw, with but a 
couple hundred family and friends in attendance, and 
only “for the duration of one year”, what is the signifi-
cance of this young       
man carrying on an ancient 
ritual of Consecrating him-
self in this way?  To live   
in time but to live for 
eternity!  In a heroic and 
inspiring way, Brother 
Francis forgoes the goods 
of this world, the pleasures 
and begetting of family life 
of his own, and the privi-
lege of his personal free 
will—all for the sake of an 
offering of total, undivided 
love, in order to lay down 
his life on the cross of pen-
ance so as to rise with joy 
in the likeness of Christ—
and all this he willingly, 
freely, and with great joy 
and enthusiasm does for 
the salvation of the world, 
for you and me and for 
himself.  This is no easy 
task, asked of him by the 
Lord.  And so, we reflect in our own hearts, asking   
ourselves, “am I willing to make a sacrifice, even         
a small sacrifice, for my good or that of another?” 
Brother Francis’ seemingly insignificant gesture    
on this occasion actually trumpets loudly to the 
whole world: ‘I am living for Eternity!’  He calls us 
to reflect on our own lives and see just what is there, or 
not there, or what should be there that needs to change 
for the good. What are the goods that we are seeking? 
Are we seeking them to glorify God? 

A beautiful example of living for the eternal Kingdom 
we find in Saint Louis IX, King of France and Patron 
of the Third Order Secular of Saint Francis and whose 

Continued on next page... 
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 give. Advising his son in a last Testament, he wrote: 
“I exhort you above all else to love the Lord your 
God with your whole heart and with all your 
strength; there is no salvation apart from this. 
Keep yourself free from everything you know to    
be displeasing to God, that is, from every mortal sin. 
You must be willing to suffer any kind of martyr-
dom rather than commit a grievous sin.”  Thus,    
did Saint Louis live for the Heavenly realm while     
yet ruling well in this earthly realm, living the call to 
holiness in the world and its affairs. 

I am filled with holy joy not only as I witness Brother 
Francis renewing his Vows but also as I see him live 
them out in a generous and zealous manner.  Some 
may wonder why only a “one year” renewal?  The 
Church has set in law the necessity to repeat and     
renew Temporary Vows to allow for the Religious to 
grow, experience, and understand ever more deeply 
what this way of life is about and the commitment it asks of one.  The Church always moves slowly and    
wisely, which helps to not make a hasty or poor decision about the rest of one’s life.  For this reason, 
Brother Francis renews his Vows for three years and then ends that final year, God willing and with 
grace, by making a permanent commitment of Perpetual Vows for the rest of his life.   

The Consecrated life is so important for all of us and for the whole world. It teaches of a ‘otherworldliness’    
that we are all directed towards.  It reminds us to live for the ‘Heavenly realm’, and not to get overtaken by this 
earthly realm.  What does Brother Francis show us as he renews his Consecration to God? As we live in time, 
that passes so quickly, he points us to Eternity, which will never end.     
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Please Help Support Brother Francis’                                 
Seminary Formation and Education 

 

Brother Francis begins his 2nd year of Seminary training toward 

the Holy Priesthood, and I am very proud of him and for him, 

though I miss him here in Warsaw at the Friary very much—his 

fraternal brotherhood, his kind character, his hard work, and 

his prayerful spirit! We live totally on Divine Providence, which 

means we rely completely on the generosity of good benefactors 

like yourselves in order to live and accomplish the things we need     

to do.  I ask that you would please help support him financially      

by donating toward his tuition, which is $22,000 this year. His      

formation and your contribution will bear much fruit in his future 

priestly ministry.  Thank you very for your financial help in this   

and be assured of our daily prayers for you.   

Patrick, Joining Our Sandled Ranks 

I am excited to announce that we have another candidate that will 

join our ranks September 8th; His name is Patrick Madigan. He 

comes to us from Fargo and has been attending our summer camps 

for the last few years, helping out as a volunteer this past June. He    

is witty, joyful, loves to pray, and enjoys drawing. He was loved 

by the children at JMI Camp, which is always a good sign of his 

good character.   

I look forward to his time of formation here with us.  As Patrick 

begins his time of discernment with our community, we ask that you 

would please keep him in prayer.      

 
 

“Remember that when you leave   
this earth, you can take with you 
nothing that you have received -  
only what you have given: a full 
heart, enriched by honest service, 

love, sacrifice and courage.”                 
~Saint Francis 
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New Saint Joseph Hall  
We named it, “Saint Joseph Hall”, because of the 5½ foot marble statue that 
will greet you at the door of the 40 X 80 steel building, which will be used for 
storage of the FMI Bus, the truck, and tractor with snow blower and also used,    
at least for a time, for JMI Summer Camps in place of the army tents. The marble 
statue, donated by an anonymous benefactor who has a great devotion to this 
Saint, is coming from China and will be placed by the entrance door. It is shown 
here in the newsletter.  It depicts Saint Joseph looking down at the boy, not baby, 
Jesus: an older rendering of Jesus at the age of twelve for the Camp youth to   
relate to and Who is holding tools in his hands while looking up at Saint Joseph. 
This marble statue captures the inspiration of this building structure, i.e., 
working with our hands and working on our youth’s souls by looking to 
Saint Joseph as foster-father of us all and to the boy Jesus as youthful,      
obedient, and inspiring innocence. 

The Saint Joseph Hall has open space for the most part, which works well for    
the many sleeping cots for the youth along with room for the pool table, foosball, 
and air hockey for entertainment, and the back fourteen feet has rooms with sinks, 
showers, and toilets, and also a washer and dryer. The young JMI Campers kept 
dry, safe, and well rested for their seven-night stay. We hosted 50 boys the first 
week and 61 girls the second week.  They were all a lot of fun and had lots of 
fun, swimming, learning, praying, eating lots, playing sports, sitting around the 
camp fire having a s’more, and jumping at Northern Air trampoline center! It was 
wonderful to have the presence and help of some of our seminarians for the Boys 
JMI Camp, and I appreciate all the lay help for both Camps of the girls and boys.  

I am very grateful for those who helped work on the construction of this building and cement: Roger      
Feltman, Wayne Feltman, Jason Plutowski, Jed and Jordan Carlson and Craig Knudson, Adrian Gaytan and        
his son Louis, Brother Francis, Greg Feltman, Eric Stanislowski, Joey, Josh, Jacob, Jonathan, Jeremiah, Jesse, 
Joachim, and Philomena, Marey Elizabeth Kazmierczak.   
I could never have done this without their help, and it is a 
very beautiful structure built for multi-purposes that will 
last and serve our needs for many years to come.  May 
Saint Joseph bless the work of their hands!  May Saint 
Joseph intercede for our youth of the JMI Summer 
Camps to grow into the likeness of the boy Christ! 
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Living Divine Providence as Franciscans 
This beautiful building (pictured above), the Saint Joseph Hall, was only able to come about not only because of 
volunteer labor but also because Our Franciscan Community was gifted with a donation from a Friary being closed 
in Michigan, which I was associated with previously, and the benefactors there intended to continue this work of JMI 
Summer Camps, of the 3rd Order Secular, of retreats, and to continue to evangelize through our Apostolates. We need 
tools, such as this building, to bring the Catholic Faith to others.  If we are helped by good benefactors like your-

selves, then we could do even more to spread the Gospel to our youth and to the Church.    
 

I wish to personally thank each of you for your financial support of our Religious Life 
and Community!  Your sacrifices and generosity mean a lot to me and us friars. Without 
your donations we could not continue nor function nor carry out any of our daily aposto-

lates and ministries.  You are critical to our daily survival because we live completely 
on Divine Providence, that is, completely on the generosity and financial donations from 

you, our donors.  We do not receive any wage nor any income or paycheck, as may a 
diocesan priest, nor a parish collection like a local parish church does in order to 
fund the operations of the parish and to help provide for their local pastor. We do 
not charge a fee for any of our services or apostolates or missionary works 
because we trust God will provide for us through your generosity as we pray 
for you and carry out our spiritual works and life dedicated to the service 
of God.  And so, we need your help and monetary gifts, and we beg now like 
Saint Francis.  We really do pray for each of you each day, and we remember 
you on the first Saturday of the month in Mass. Moreover, we pray for your  

salvation, for your prayer intentions, and for your families. May God reward 
you for your kindness and your financial generosity.  Again, we appreciate your 

continued support and your kind monetary help in our spiritual work of building up 
the Kingdom of God and His Holy Church. 
                       ~Father Joseph Christensen, FMI 
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 JMI Summer Camp 2018 
Another Year of Faith & Fun in the Sun! 

JMI 
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My Father’s Legacy 
 

Certainly, in remembering my father, †Virgil Christensen, who passed away    

December 19th, 2017 just  before Christmas, there is naturally a sorrow and      

grief that fills our hearts and minds.  He was a husband and a father, he was      

a pipe-fitter and played the drums, he loved to farm on our 2.5 acres with      

his John Deere M52 tractor reminiscent of his childhood growing up on the farm.   

But what stands out the most is his legacy that he left behind to us, that is, he 

was a family man, a good father teaching us children, especially us boys, how 

to be a gentleman, and for the girls, what to look for in a man as a future husband; 

he was a faithful and holy husband, he taught respect for women and dignity for 

the sacredness of every human life, having fathered twelve children in marriage 

with my mother; he was a man of prayer and he loved the Church, defending 

Her and promoting Her at every turn; he worked hard to provide for us and 

taught us to do the same; and he was a man of joy, having a great humor and wit.  He it was as a father 

who inspired me and taught me how to love and to be a spiritual father.  He it was who taught my heart 

the desire for prayer by his example of prayer.  He it was who gave me the map on how to get to heaven as a 

man, a good and holy man.  I am very grateful, eternally grateful. We miss him dearly.  May he rest in Peace 

with God forever!  
 

 
 

 

 
 

Chastity As a Franciscan 
 

Our highest good is God Himself, and the practice of chastity, made in the form of a Vow to God,     

helps us to obtain this deep spiritual union with God more effectively. Our culture, on the other hand, 

presents the pleasure of sexuality and the immediate gratification of our senses as having more importance. 

Our ultimate goal, however, and its great dignity has never changed: We are made for intimate mystical   

union with God.  This, then, makes the virtues of chastity and virginity of utmost importance for society   

today, and this is exactly why us friars offer to God a Vow of Chastity in our Consecrated Life. 

Our Statutes state: “…the friar will embrace, in imitation of the purity of Christ, a life totally founded on the 

expectation of the Parousia, (the final coming of Christ).  This is done by witnessing to this passing world 

the freedom in the virtue of chastity, freedom from the prison of sensuality, by means of celibacy and purity.  

This is done with the spirit of hope.”  We see here that in our Consecration of chastity we show the 

world that it is possible to live in a pure way and that there is hope to attain the deepest union with God   

in Heaven for all Eternity.  In other words, it is possible to practice self-control and live purely. Our way of  

life teaches that “chastity frees us from the struggles of the flesh…”, because it is not always easy to stay 

focused and maintain the self-control needed with our weakened human nature. But what really empowers 

chastity and brings it to life is “when it is motivated by joy and a willing spirit of sacrifice.” God loves a 

cheerful giver, and so do we when we encounter others in our daily life who are generous, and joyfully so. 

Chastity is a great gift of self to God, but also a gift from God for those invited to live it.  It is so          

important a gift, that in order to guard it, Holy Mother Church gives us disciplines, laws, and structures, 

such as: “exterior and interior prayer, meditation, modesty of the senses, penance, fasting, self-denial,       

observance of common life, the religious habit, Eucharistic devotion, and devotion to the Holy Mother         

of God and the angels and saints.” By applying these practices to our daily life as friars, we are given         

the help and grace we need to be manly, prayerful, joyful men: Men who seek friendship with God 

above all else, and men who show the world that a satisfaction and a happiness can be obtained in the         

simplicity of this way of life focused on the highest good: God Himself!  
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Running For the Finish Line 
 

“I do not run like a man who loses sight of the finish line. I do not 
fight as if I were shadowboxing.  What I do is discipline my own 
body and master it” (I Cor 9:26-27a).   

In this difficult time of scandal and confusion, we need to be extremely 
prayerful, standing with the truths of our Holy Catholic Faith and 
with the Church Herself, whose Head is Jesus Christ.  Our Savior 
Himself promised that “…the gates of Hell will not prevail against 
Her” (Mt. 16:18). We have all seen and are saddened by serious issues 
of homosexuality, abuse of power and of persons, of cover-up, and of 
false teachings and bad examples in our midst. Saint Thomas Aquinas 
teaches that lust blinds prudence, and we are certainly experiencing the 
effects of that now in our Church. 

We see a beautiful example in Cardinal Raymond Leo Burke as    
one who is a faithful steward, who speaks with clarity, and who   
continually strives to uphold the teachings of Jesus Christ and His 
Church.  Cardinal Burke asked all good Catholics to insist upon    
knowing the truth along with saying they must pray and sacrifice for the Church at this tumultuous time. Please join 
in praying for holy clergy and church leaders, like Cardinal Burke, so that we may see to the restoration of our 
Church, which at present, is in a difficult place.   

There is hope and we know that Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart will triumph as She promised at Fatima.  But now is    
a time to pray, to sacrifice, and to be transparent.  It is important to remember that there are many thousands of good, 
faithful clergy, as former papal Nuncio, Archbishop Carlo Viganὸ, points out, “We well know that the great majority 
of our pastors live their priestly vocation with fidelity and dedication.”  Additionally, it is imperative that we remem-
ber to beg God’s healing grace for all the innocent victims who are suffering so much.   

I implore everyone to stay close to Holy Mother Church and to continue to pray much, to frequent the Mass, and to 
offer oneself as a sacrifice of praise and petition to Almighty God for His mercy.  Now is the time—not to run away, 
not to jump ship from the Church, not to be overcome and despondent—but rather, now is the time to run for the    
finish line, to discipline the Body of the Church, Her members who are in need of repentance, and to purify ourselves, 
so as to reach the finish line of Jesus Christ in Heaven, forever! 

fmi@fmifriars.com  
www.fmifriars.com  

701-248-3020 

FRANCISCANS OF MARY IMMACULATE 
 

SAINT FRANCIS FRIARY 

6098 County Road 4 
Minto, North Dakota 58261-9455 

 

 

 
 

Our Gift To You: Prayer Card                                 
for Healing to Renew the Church 

 

Enclosed is a prayer card for you to use or even to frame in    

order to help obtain the graces that are so needed for our 

Church today.  Our Lord spoke to Saint Francis of Assisi,                

telling him, “look around, do you see my Church is in ruins.  

Rebuild my Church!”  And Saint Francis began immediately 

to rebuild; eventually realizing that Our Lord really meant a 

spiritual renewal from the heart.  Saint Francis began with    

his own heart, and then began to set aflame the hearts of                   

others.  May we do the same with the holiness of our life  

and our prayers.   


